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The Combat Edge

or nearly 6 decades Eighth Air

Force has been world renowned

as the United States Air Force’s
bomber command. The “Mighty
Eighth’s” bombing legacy began in the
European Theater during World War |l
with its B-17 and B-24 strategic missions
against Germany. That legacy has con-
tinued for almost 60 years as the Eighth
provided a worldwide bomber strike ca-
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pability throughout the Cold War,
DESERT SHIELD/STORM, and most
recently for ENDURING FREEDOM in
Afghanistan.

The result of this legacy is a vast
capability to strike targets around the
world with nuclear and conventional
munitions ... from cruise missiles to a
vast array of dumb and smart iron
bombs. That capability has been
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broadened further by the bomber’s
ability to loiter in the target area and
strike multiple targets with extraordi-
nary accuracy.

This significant capability resulted
in the Eighth’s bombers being in-
volved in virtually every contingency
operation in modern memory. There

is an indisputable requirement for
manned bombers in future military
operations, but it is doubtful, espe-
cially with recent changes across our
Air Force, that the “Mighty Eighth’s”
“Bomber Command” moniker will
survive.

February 2003

The Combat Edge

9



User
Typewritten Text
Global Strike 8th Air Force Legacy Continues

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text

















Detecting Threat & Error in Operational Tasks By Maj Chris Hallman, Reprinted in Part from Focus, Fall 2002
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The Nighthawk F-117
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The Nighthawk F-117


Photo by TSgt James D. Mossman

Primary Function: Fighter/attack © Contractor: Lockheed Aeronautical Systems Co. © Power Plant:
Two General Electric F404 non-afterburning engines © Length: 63 feet, 9 inches ¢ Height: 12 feet
9.5 inches « Weight: 52,500 pounds * Wingspan: 43 feet, 4 inches ¢ Speed: High subsonic
Range: Unlimited with air refueling ® Armament: Internal weapons carriage © Unit Cost: $45
million * Crew: One ¢ Date Deployed: 1982 @ Inventory: Active force, 55; ANG, 0; Reserve, 0



. _Monthly Award winners | |

Pilot Safety
Award of Distinction

O n 2 Oct 2002, Capt Rayman was leading a night,
A-10 2-ship, air-strike control mission at Ft Irwin dur-
ing an AIRWARRIOR | exercise. Approximately 1.5 hours
into the mission and at Flight Level (FL) 230, he noticed
that his left engine oil pressure was abnormal and de-
creasing. He made a knock-it-off call and directed his
flight to proceed directly to Indian Springs Auxiliary Air-
field. Ten minutes later, the left engine oil pressure indica-
tion fell below emergency limits, with an accompanying
left engine oil pressure light. Capt Rayman shut down the
left engine per the checklist and continued towards Indian
Springs, approximately 60 miles away. Unable to main-
tain altitude with one engine shut down, Capt Rayman
started a slow descent and entered the weather at FL 220.
He coordinated a separate clearance for his wingman and
then accomplished an intermediate level-off while still in
the weather at 14,400 feet Mean Sea Level (MSL), the
minimum vectoring altitude for terrain. The maximum air-
speed he could maintain at 14,400 feet MSL was 160 knots,
5 knots above the dash 1 minimum single-engine airspeed.

He was dangerously close to stall. While en route and
after conferring with the Supervisor of Flying, Capt Rayman
ruled out a recovery at Indian Springs due to a wet run-
way, night weather conditions, and the lack of a precision
approach. He then proceeded to Nellis AFB. Once Nellis
radar cleared him of the surrounding terrain, Capt Rayman
continued his recovery into Nellis while accomplishing the
single-engine landing checklist
and reviewing the single-en-
gine go-around procedure. He
exited the weather at 3,800
feet Above Ground Level
(AGL) and accomplished alter-
nate gear extension and emer-
gency brake activation while
on Instrument Landing System
(ILS) final. Elapsed time from
the first low oil pressure indi-
cation to landing was 50 min-
utes. Capt Rayman’s strict
adherence to T.O. procedures
and informed decision making
prevented what could clearly
have been a catastrophe!

Capt David E. Rayman
74th Fighter Squadron
23rd Fighter Group
Pope AFB, N.C.

Flightline Safety
Award of Distinction

hile performing End-of-Runway duties, A1C

Wilkerson was observing an A-10 aircraft, tail
number 80-0208, on landing roll when he noticed an
explosion in the nose wheel area and subsequent loss
of the nose wheel. He immediately took action and
notified the End-of-Runway supervisor that a ground
emergency was in progress, expediting the response
time for emergency vehicles and the Crash Response
Team. A1C Wilkerson was the first one on the scene
of the mishap; he expertly assessed the situation and
safed the aircraft, thereby reducing the possibility of
collateral damage. After safing the aircraft, A1C
Wilkerson assisted the pilot in safely egressing from
the disabled jet. He continued to aid Crash Recovery
by helping to jack the aircraft and tow it off the active
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runway. His decision to jack
the aircraft under the wings
enabled tow equipment to
safely connect without further
damaging the aircraft. He
continued helping by conduct-
ing a Foreign Object Damage
sweep on the runway. His
thorough actions facilitated
the prompt recovery of other
holding aircraft which were
low on fuel. A1C Wilkerson’s
attention to detail ensured
that all tools were secured
and accounted for, to include
the missing nose wheel,
which had trundled off the
runway and was hidden in the
infield grass.

23rd Aircraft

Maintenance Squadron

23rd Fighter Group
Pope AFB, N.C.

A1C Shannon W. Wilkerson



Ground Safety
Award of Distinction

A s 366th Equipment Maintenance Squadron Unit
Safety Representative, TSgt Brown has taken
every opportunity to increase safety compliance of
575 personnel within a diverse squadron consisting
of five flights. TSgt Brown completed over 100 safety
spot inspections in 27 different sections. He imple-
mented a verbal safety quiz for newly assigned per-
sonnel which is administered in their duty sections.
He aggressively orientated 140 newly assigned
squadron personnel with recurring in-processing
safety briefings ranging in topics from DUI to sports
injuries to home and on-the-job safety. He rejuve-
nated the squadron anti-DUI program with an out-
standing 100% face-to-face contact of all squadron
personnel. As a direct result of his leadership and
motivation, the squadron safety program received the
highest possible rating of “Exceeds Standards” dur-
ing the 2002 annual wing safety inspection. His work
also closed out 21 of 22 safety findings, thus clinch-
ing an outstanding 98.9% compliance rate within 30

days of the inspection. TSgt Brown’s pro-
gram was handpicked as the number one
program over 28 wing squadrons. Addi-
tionally, TSgt Brown worked diligently with
wing safety to standardize the squadron’s five
existing lock out/tag out programs and ensured com-

pliance for training and
implementation. He
produced and distrib-
uted weekly safety
briefings electronically
to all squadron sec-
tions to supplement
section weekly safety
briefings. Distributed
over 100 safety-related
e-mails to all section
safety representatives
and squadron supervi-
sion to ensure the wid-
est dissemination of
safety information.
TSgt.David Brown is a
safety professional.

TSgt David R. Brown
366th Equipment
Maintenance Squadron
366th Fighter Wing
Mt. Home AFB, Idaho

ACC Safety is Proud of All
Award Nominees

SSgt Randell C. McCart

Weapons Load Crew Chief

33rd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
33rd Fighter Wing

Eglin AFB, Fla.
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How good is your situational awareness?
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Driving the Alcan Highway
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A dangerous combination







User
Typewritten Text
Supervisors have a vital tole








Mishap Statistics Scoreboard

FY03 Ai I‘C I‘aft As of January 1, 2003

8 AF

9 AF

12 AF

AWFC

ANG (ACC-gained)

AFRC (ACC-gained)

FYO3 G I’OU nd As of January 1, 2003

Class A

FY03 Weapons As of January 1, 2003

Class A

Another tough month for Air Combat Command.
A midair collision between two A-10’s at Nellis AFB
with one of the pilots being killed resulted in
COMACC directing a down day with the focus be-
ing flight leadership. As mentioned in last months
stats, flight leadership and human factors continue
to be a common thread in ACC’s mishaps. ACC’s
flight leadership focus day was a time to pause
and reflect on how we do business; however, even
with this focus and strong emphasis from the lead-
ers above we still had another ops-related mishap
in December. Two F-16's at Hill AFB had a midair
during a radar trail recovery. Luckily, no one was
hurt and both jets landed safely. Again we should
take the time and ask ourselves some questions:
Do you ever check your wingman during a radar
trail recovery/departure? Do you ever review ra-
dar tapes during this phase of flight? We can all
learn from other people’s mistakes. Doing so will
help us stay tactically sharp and be able to take
the fight to the enemy.

Ground Notes

The first quarter of FY03 showed an increase
of Class As over FY02. There were six Class A
mishaps in FY02 and seven in FY03. All were fa-
tal in FY02 and there were six fatals with seven
deaths plus one permanent total disability in FY03.
All of the mishaps in FY03 have been in motor
vehicles.

Weapons Notes

There are no noticeable increases in mishap
rates. However, continue to place emphasis on
procedures for loading/unloading missiles (AIM-9s,
AGM-88s, etc.). Sheared umbilicals have been
an ongoing problem area, not only for the com-
mand but the entire Air Force.

Class A - Permanent Total Disability; Property Damage $1,000,000 or more

Class B - Permanent Partial Disability; Property Damage between $200,000 and $1,000,000
Class C - Lost Workday; Property Damage between $20,000 and $200,000

* Non-rate Producing

Symbols for Mishap Aircraft 7
A-10 é ﬁ B-2 U-2 E-4

T4 A

QF-4 HH-60
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